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European Powers would actually go to the length of giving
them armed support. In view of Germany's strong stand
behind Austria, the Young Turks finally decided, on Feb-
ruary 26, 1909, to accept the Austrian offer of £T2,500,OOQ
"for the loss of crown property," as a solace for abandoning
their nominal sovereignty over the annexed provinces.57
Turkey's acceptance of AehrenthaPs fait accompli did
not settle the question, however. It only increased the
ernbitterment of the Serbians. Hitherto they had com-
forted themselves with the hope that Turkish claims, sup-
ported by the Entente Powers, could be used as a basis for
forcing Austria to submit the Annexation to a Conference
• of the Powers, at which Serbia could at least secure "au-
tonomy" for the provinces and "compensation" for herself.
These hopes, too, were shattered, as Austria firmly refused
to make concessions.
In the weeks following Austria's settlement with Turkey,
the Great Powers telegraphed urgently back and forth in
an attempt to reconcile Izvolski's promise to the Serbians
that a Conference should be held, and Aehrenthal's steady
refusal to submit the Annexation to revision. No solution
was reached, until Germany finally made a proposal which
eventually relieved the situation. To avert the possibility
of an outbreak of hostilities on the Austro-Serbian frontier,
which seemed imminent, and to bridge the gulf between
Izvolski and Aehrenthal, Germany, on March 14, confi-
dentially proffered mediation to Russia: Germany would
request Austria to invite the Powers to give their formal
sanction by an exchange of notes to the Austro-Turkish
agreement, involving the nullification of Article 25 of the
Treaty of Berlin, provided Russia promised beforehand to
give her sanction, when invited by Austria to do so.5*
This proposal had a threefold advantage: it secured to
Austria a recognition by the Powers of the change in the
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